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Executive Summary

The Melbourne Strategic Assessment Program (the Program) outlines how the Victorian 
Government is managing the environmental impact of urban development in growing 
areas of the city.

The Program aims to ensure protection of ‘Matters of National Environmental Significance’ (MNES). These are 
defined in the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) as nationally 
important flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage places.

The Program outputs and outcomes will be 
implemented in four key stages:

• stage one (program approval) – this involved 
gaining approvals for the Program, this is now 
complete 

• stage two (process implementation) – this involves 
the establishment of planning mechanisms and 
processes to implement the Program, such as 
Precinct Structure Plans, planning permits etc.

• stage three (construction and works) – this involves 
the construction of urban areas and transport 
infrastructure to implement the Program 

• stage four (operational) – this relates to the use of 
the land developed under the Program and 
includes the ongoing management or 
maintenance of these areas.

Summary of financial performance
Since the Program started, it has received $133.1 
million in revenue. Approximately $81.5 million has 
been spent. Most of the expenditure was on program 
implementation activities, principally the acquisition 
of land for the Western Grassland Reserve (1,427 ha 
to date) and development of an online system that 
estimates how much developers have to pay to 
compensate for damaging habitats. 

This report outlines progress in 2018-19 against the following commitments made by the government:

Urban and infrastructure 
development proceeds in 
accordance with the 
Commonwealth approvals.

A 1,200-hectare Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland Protected Area is 
established and managed.

Program cost recovery and 
expenditure is transparent  
and efficient.

  80 per cent of Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland is protected within the 
Urban Growth Boundary.

A 15,000-hectare grassland  
reserve is established and 
managed.

80 per cent of high priority habitat 
for Golden Sun Moth, Spiny Rice-
flower and Matted Flax-lily is 
protected and managed.

 A network of conservation  
areas within the Urban Growth 
Boundary is protected and 
managed for Matters of National 
Environmental Significance species 
and vegetation communities.

Important landscape and habitat 
areas for Southern Brown Bandicoot 
are protected and managed.



8 Melbourne Strategic Assessment

1.  Introduction

The Victorian Government is delivering a strategic approach to ensure endangered 
species are protected and can become part of our new suburbs, while also ensuring a 
streamlined process for the housing industry to support Melbourne’s growing population.

The Victorian Government has made a series of 
commitments to reduce the impact of development 
on ‘Matters of National Environmental Significance’. 
These are defined in the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) as 
nationally important flora, fauna, ecological 
communities and heritage places.

The Commonwealth Environment Minister endorsed 
the Assessment Program in February 2010. Since 
then, the Minister has granted four approvals for 
urban development for the area covered by the 
Strategic Assessment. These are for:

• development and operation of the Regional Rail 
Link (west of Werribee to Deer Park) (June 2010)

• urban development in the existing 28 urban 
precincts within the 2005 Urban Growth Boundary 
(July 2010)

• urban development in the western, north-western 
and northern growth corridors (September 2013)

• urban development in the south-eastern growth 
corridor (September 2014).

The Commonwealth approval for the existing 28 
urban precincts specifies that certain requirements 
relating to environmental matters – known as 
prescriptions – must be met during the planning 
process. These include actions to protect areas of 
high biodiversity and offset the removal of habitat.

Development must also be in line with the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy for Melbourne’s 
Growth Corridors and sub-regional species 
strategies for the Golden Sun Moth, Growling Grass 
Frog and Southern Brown Bandicoot. 

1.1.  Annual progress reports
The 2018-19 Progress Report delivers the following:

• reports publicly on compliance with the endorsed 
Program and the conditions of the Commonwealth 
approvals regulating urban development in the 
Program area

• ensures transparency and accountability in 
implementing the Program

• consolidates the separate reporting requirements 
of the Program Report.

The report has been prepared by DELWP on behalf 
of the government agencies responsible for 
implementing the Program, including the Victorian 
Planning Authority, the Department of Transport and 
the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions.
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2.  Independent monitor

The Victorian Government must engage auditors to check and assure the Commonwealth 
Government that the Program is being implemented correctly.

Stage one involved gaining approvals of the Program 
and is already complete. These approvals specified 
conditions for the implementation of the remaining 
three stages of the Program.

The stage two review covers the planning 
mechanisms and processes used to implement the 
Program, such as Growth Corridor Plans, Precinct 
Structure Plans and conservation strategies.

Stage two was independently audited in 2014-15.  
The results of the 2014-15 audit were reported in the 
2014-15 Progress Report (DELWP 2016b). 

The audit of stage three has been replaced by 
biannual audits undertaken by the Commissioner  
for Environmental Sustainably as required by the 
Melbourne Strategic Assessment (Environment 
Mitigation Levy) Act 2020.

Melbourne 2030 – 
planning for  

sustainable growth

Melbourne 2030: a 
planning update - 

Melbourne @ 5 million

Delivering Melbourne’s Newest 
Sustainable Communities 

Program Report.

Part 10 Strategic Assessment approval under the  
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

Biodiversity Conservation 
Strategy for Melbourne’s 

Growth Corridors

Strategic Impact 
Assessment Report for the 

Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Act 1999

Sub-regional Species 
Strategies for the Growling 

Grass Frog, Golden Sun 
Moth and Southern Brown 

Bandicoot.

Monitoring and Reporting 
Framework

Conservation actions



10 Melbourne Strategic Assessment

Urban and infrastructure 
development proceeds in 
accordance with the 
Commonwealth approvals

3.  
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Progress to date

49 Precinct 
Structure Plans 
were officially 
published.

44 Native 
Vegetation Plans 
were approved and 
incorporated in 
published Precinct 
Structure Plans.

472 ha of native 
vegetation was identified 
for retention in published 
Precinct Structure Plans within 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Strategy area.

The following habitat for nationally significant species was identified for retention in 
published Precinct Structure Plans in the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy area:

Growling Grass Frog habitat

Golden Sun Moth (native and  
non-native) habitat

Matted Flax-lily habitat

Spiny Rice-flower habitat

Image source: Geoff Heard, University of Melbourne

1,145 ha

403 ha

192 ha 151 ha
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3.1. Context

The Victorian Government is using a range of mechanisms and processes to implement 
the Program, including planning processes under the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

These include:

• Planning scheme amendments – Planning 
schemes are amended under the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 after the preparation of 
Precinct Structure Plans to give effect to the 
Commonwealth approvals and requirements of the 
Program Report and Biodiversity Conservation 
Strategy within each precinct. 

• Precinct Structure Plans (PSPs) – These are 
prepared for each precinct, or suburb. They set out 
the future structure of the suburb, including the 
location of housing, activity centres (where you find 
services, employment and so on), community 
facilities, transport networks, open space and 
conservation areas. Necessary conservation 
measures are included too. Development in a 
precinct must align with the Precinct Structure Plan.

• Native Vegetation Plans (NVPs) – This forms part of 
a Precinct Structure Plan. It specifies what native 
vegetation in a defined area must be retained and 
what can be removed. The term NVP also covers 
Native Vegetation Precinct Plans (NVPPs) and 
Native Vegetation Retention and Removal Plans 
(NVRRPs), previous names for this kind of document. 

• Conservation Area Concept Plans (CACPs) – These 
are maps prepared for each conservation area 
and shown in Precinct Structure Plans. They set out 
suitable land uses for each area and specify broad 
conservation requirements and constraints. The 
term CACP in this document also covers 
Conservation Management Plans which have to be 
prepared for some precincts.

• Conservation Interface Plans (CIPs) – These show 
the layout of the buffer that must be established 
around conservation areas in accordance with the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy. They form part 
of a Precinct Structure Plan.

• Planning permits – A planning permit is a legal 
document that gives permission for a use or 
development on a particular land parcel under a 
planning scheme. 

• Integrated Water Management (IWM) – 
Integrated water management planning aims to 
ensure precincts are developed in accordance 
with best-practice urban water-management 
principles and methods, and that impacts on the 
environment, including Ramsar wetlands, are 
avoided and minimised. IWM plans can be 
prepared separately or as part of a Precinct 
Structure Plan and are implemented by 
Melbourne Water.

• Environmental Management Plans (EMPs) – An 
Environmental Management Plan has been 
prepared by the Regional Rail Link Authority for 
the Regional Rail Link (section 2 west of Werribee to 
Deer Park) to avoid, minimise and mitigate impacts 
on native vegetation and other significant 
environmental matters. Environmental 
Management Plans are sometimes requested by 
DELWP when development or particular uses are 
proposed within conservation areas.

• Cultural Heritage Management Plans (CHMPs) 
– CHMPs are designed to protect and manage 
Aboriginal cultural heritage values. They are 
required for certain activities including 
subdivisions of three or more lots in culturally 
sensitive areas, in accordance with the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 2006. No CHMP is needed if the 
development is not in a culturally sensitive area. 

• Work plans – Work plans are prepared for any 
quarries and mines within the Strategic Assessment 
area and include plans for managing the impacts of 
the quarry or mine on the environment. 

• Adjustments to conservation area boundaries – In 
certain circumstances, the Commonwealth 
Environment Minister must agree to proposed 
changes to conservation area boundaries. In some 
cases, DELWP can approve the adjustment.

• Development or Works in Conservation Areas 
(WICAs) – The Commonwealth Environment 
Minister must agree to proposed development or 
works in conservation areas that result in a “net loss 
of habitat” for ecological communities or species 
listed under the EPBC Act. In some cases, DELWP 
can give approval.
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3.2. Progress to date
• 49 Precinct Structure Plans were officially 

published.

• 44 Native Vegetation Plans were approved and 
incorporated in published Precinct Structure Plans. 

• 472 ha of native vegetation was identified for 
retention in published Precinct Structure Plans 
within the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy area.

• The following habitat for nationally significant 
species was identified for retention in published 
Precinct Structure Plans in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy area:

 – 403 ha of Golden Sun Moth (native and  
non-native) habitat

 – 1,145 ha of Growling Grass Frog habitat

 – 151 ha of Matted Flax-lily habitat

 – 192 ha of Spiny Rice-flower habitat.

3.2.1. Planning scheme amendments

A total of five planning scheme amendments were 
published in 2018-19 to implement the Program. A 
total of 51 planning scheme amendments were 
published from the start of the Program to 30 June 
2019, covering 49 precincts. 

If a precinct is located across more than one council 
area, the planning scheme for each council requires 
amendment. As a result, the number of amendments 
may be greater than the number of Precinct 
Structure Plans published.

Table 1:  Planning scheme amendments

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Number of gazetted planning scheme amendments to introduce a 
Precinct Structure Plan

5 51

Number of gazetted planning scheme amendments to introduce a 
Precinct Structure Plan consistent with the Commonwealth approvals

5 48

Per cent of gazetted planning scheme amendments to introduce a 
Precinct Structure Plan consistent with the Commonwealth approvals

100% Not reported*

* This Progress Report has not reported on the percentage of planning scheme amendments gazetted (published) since 
commencement of the Program that are consistent with the Commonwealth approvals as 12 of these amendments were 
gazetted prior to the finalisation and approval of the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy.

Each table below outlines Key Performance Indicators for each Program Output, against which the 
progress of the Program can be judged. The methodology for collecting and analysing the data in 
these tables is set out in the Monitoring and Reporting Framework: Technical Protocols for Program 
Outputs (DELWP, 2015c).



14 Melbourne Strategic Assessment

3.2.2. Planning permits

DELWP reviewed a random sample of permits from 
each council to check they were in line with what was 
required in relation to approvals including: 

• securing conservation areas

• salvage and movement of species to other areas

• protecting conservation areas during construction 
on adjacent land. 

At least 15 relevant permits from each council were 
reviewed, except where the council had issued fewer 
than 15. 

Seventy per cent of the planning permits sampled 
from each council met the required standard. 

There were five known cases of non-compliance. All 
cases were in breach of protecting conservation 
areas during construction on adjacent land. All five 
cases are under investigation by DELWP.

Table 2:  Planning permits 

2018-19 Total since reporting commenced 
after Monitoring and Reporting 
Framework completion (2018-19) 
(where additive)

Percentage of permits with conditions consistent 
with the Commonwealth approvals

70% -

Number of non-compliances with permit conditions 
associated with the Commonwealth approvals

6 10

Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Western Grassland Reserve
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3.2.3. Precinct Structure Plans

A total of five Precinct Structure Plans were 
published in 2018-19, with a total of 49 Plans 
published from commencement of the Program to 
30 June 2019. The 49 published Plans cover 
approximately 45.7 per cent of the Program area.

See Appendix B for a complete list of the 49 Plans 
published since the start of the Program. The Plans 
published in 2018-19 were:

• Minta Farm

• Cardinia Creek South (formerly McPherson)

• Beveridge Central

• Lancefield Road 

• Sunbury South 

Table 3:  Precinct Structure Plans

Precinct Structure Plans 2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Number of Precinct Structure Plans gazetted 5 49

Percentage of program area with gazetted Precinct Structure Plans 7.2% 45.7%

Native vegetation and potential habitat for MNES identified in gazetted PSPs to be retained in 
conservation areas

Habitat for MNES*

Golden Sun Moth^ 189.5 ha 402.9 ha

Growling Grass Frog 413.1 ha 1,145.2 ha

Matted Flax-lily - 150.9 ha

Spiny Rice-flower 175 ha 192.4 ha

MNES communities

Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain 9.7 ha 29.1 ha

Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain 11.9 ha 97.8 ha

Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands - 17.4 ha

Other native vegetation  181.5 327.3 ha

Total native vegetation 203.1 ha 471.6 ha

Hectares of land available for urban development in gazetted PSPs 2,384.3 ha 18,259.4 ha 

*  These figures are not additive as habitat for some Matters of National Environmental Significance overlaps. For example, 
Golden Sun Moth and Spiny Rice-flower habitat may occur on the same patch of native vegetation.

^  Golden Sun Moth habitat includes native habitat (which occurs in native vegetation) and non-native habitat (which 
occurs in non-native vegetation).
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3.2.4. Native Vegetation Plans

Five Native Vegetation Plans were approved as part 
of Precinct Structure Plans in 2018-19. A total of 44 
have been approved since the start of the Program. 

Five (12.8 per cent) Precinct Structure Plans were 
published without the inclusion of Native Vegetation 
Plans. These include Alfred Road (Wyndham Vale), 
Melton North and Black Forest Road North, as there 
is no native vegetation in these precincts. 

There were six known cases of non-compliance with 
Native Vegetation Plans in 2018-19 and 16 known 
cases since the start of the Program. The 2018-19 

non-compliance cases include the encroachment of 
development works inside the boundary of a 
conservation area and the stockpile of soil removed 
from a development site placed in a conservation 
area. All six cases are under investigation by DELWP 
and council.

3.2.5. Conservation Area Concept Plans

Four Conservation Area Concept Plans were 
approved, as part of Minta Farm, Cardinia Creek 
South, Lancefield Road and Sunbury South Precinct 
Structure Plans, in 2018-19. A total of 29 Plans have 
been approved since the start of the Program.

Table 4:  Native Vegetation Plans

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Number of gazetted precincts with Native Vegetation Plans 5 44

Percentage of gazetted precincts with Native Vegetation Plans 100% 87.2%

Number of non-compliances with Native Vegetation Plans 6 16^

^  Information used to report on the number of non-compliances with Native Vegetation Plans (or equivalent plans) were 
collated from existing DELWP and Council records and may be incomplete.

Table 5:  Conservation Area Concept Plans

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Number of Conservation Area Concept Plans (or equivalent plans) 
approved as part of Precinct Structure Plans 

4 29

Percentage of conservation areas in gazetted precincts with 
Conservation Area Concept Plans (or equivalent plans)

100% 88%
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Table 6:  Adjustments to conservation area boundaries

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement#

Number of approved adjustments to conservation area boundaries - 30

Number of adjustments to conservation area boundaries requiring 
Commonwealth approval

- 21

Net land added to or removed from conservation areas as a result of approved adjustments to 
conservation area boundaries, by conservation area type:

Nature conservation - - 6.5 ha

Existing public land - - 0.5 ha

Existing offset -  -17.6 ha

Type of conservation area to be determined following surveys - -37.5 ha

Growling Grass Frog conservation, flood plain and open space^ - - 352.5 ha

3.2.6.  Adjustments to conservation area 
boundaries

No adjustments to conservation area boundaries 
were approved in 2018-19. A total of 30 adjustments 
have been approved since the Program started. 

3.2.7.  Approved development or works in 
conservation areas

A total of 20 proposals for development or works in 
conservation areas were approved in 2018-19, 
bringing the number approved since the start of the 
Program to 80. In each case, habitat compensation 
fees were paid.

Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI)
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Table 7:  Approved development or works in conservation areas

2018-19 Total since MSA commencement

Number of approved development or works in 
conservation areas 

20 80

Hectares of native vegetation and habitat for MNES affected by development or works, by conservation 
area type:

Native vegetation 0.6 ha 14.6 ha

Habitat for MNES*

Spiny Rice-flower - 11.5 ha

Matted Flax-lily - 2.4 ha

Golden Sun Moth 0.02 ha 21.5 ha

Growling Grass Frog 13.5 ha 68.4 ha

*   These figures are not additive as habitat for some MNES overlaps. For example, Golden Sun Moth and Spiny Rice-flower 
habitat may occur on the same patch of native vegetation.

Table 8:  Illegal removal of native vegetation

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement~

Number of cases of illegal removal of native vegetation outside 
conservation areas 

- 3

Number of cases of illegal removal of native vegetation within 
conservation areas

- 1 

Hectares of native vegetation and habitat for MNES affected by illegal removal of native vegetation 
within conservation areas, by conservation area type~

Nature conservation - 4 ha

~  Information used to report on the number of cases of illegal removal of native vegetation was collated from existing 
DELWP and Council records and may be incomplete. 
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3.2.8. Illegal removal of native vegetation

There were no known cases of illegal removal of 
native vegetation in 2018-19. There have been four 
known cases since the start of the Program, three of 
which were outside conservation areas.

3.2.9. Water management

A total of five Integrated Water Management Plans 
were approved in 2018-19, bringing the total number 
approved since the Program started to 26.

3.2.10. Transport projects

Two transport projects are part of the Program – the 
Regional Rail Link (section two – West of Werribee to 
Deer Park) and Outer Metropolitan Ring/E6 
Transport Corridor. To date, approval has only been 
sought and granted for the Regional Rail Link 
(section two).

Construction of the Regional Rail Link (section two) 
was completed in August 2014. There were no known 
non-compliances with the approved Environmental 
Management Plan (RRLA, 2015).

3.2.11. Cultural heritage

A total of 80 Cultural Heritage Management Plans 
(CHMPs) within published Precinct Structure Plans 
were approved in 2018-19. A total of 352 CHMPS have 
been approved since the Program launched.

3.2.12. Quarries and mines

No new work plans for quarries or mines have been 
approved since the Program started. Approval was 
granted for the variation of one existing work plan in 
April 2010, but this did not affect any native 
vegetation or significant environmental habitat.

Table 9:  Water management

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Number of Integrated Water Management Plans approved for 
gazetted precincts 

5 26

Table 10: Cultural heritage

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Number of Cultural Heritage Management Plans approved for 
gazetted precincts 

80 352

Table 11:  Quarries and mines

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Percentage of approved work plans consistent with the prescriptions 
or BCS 

- -

Number of non-compliances with approved work plans affecting 
MNES

- -
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 Program cost recovery is 
transparent and efficient

4.  



Image source: David Rhodes

$136,068,956 
      total revenue

$81,568,879
      expenditure
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Progress to date

86% received 
through payment 
of habitat 
compensation fee.

71% on land 
acquisition and 
associated costs.
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4.1. Context

The cost of delivering the Melbourne Strategic Assessment Program is being covered by 
habitat compensation fees paid by those undertaking building and works associated with 
urban development in the Program area. Fees are paid to DELWP and held in a trust 
account administered by the department

4.2. Progress to date
Revenue received in 2018-19 was $23,952,307.77, a 
decrease of 27% from the previous year due to 
reduction in construction associated with urban 
development.

The total revenue since the commencement of the 
Program up until 30 June 2019 was  $136,068,955.77 
of which $117,235,928.55 was received through 
payment of habitat compensation fees.

The total program expenditure since the 
commencement of the Program up until 30 June 
2019 was $81,568,879.29 of which $23,554,521.14 
(28.89%) was expended on program operating costs,  
$15,151,059.75 (18.57%) was expended on loss on sale 

claims, and $42,863,298.40 (52.55%) on land 
purchases within the Western Grassland Reserve.

The expenditure for this financial year was 
$24,248,314.47, of which 27% was expended on 
program operating costs and 73% ($17,690,090.91) 
on land purchases. 

Details of revenue and expenditure to date are 
shown in Table 12 and expenditure of habitat 
compensation fees in Table 13.

DELWP continues to develop the online tool in its 
Native Vegetation Information System (https://nvim.
delwp.vic.gov.au/BCS) that allows landowners to 
estimate what they have to pay as habitat 
compensation.

Table 12: Program revenue to 30 June 2019

Revenue 2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement 

Golden Sun Moth $3,382,409.31 $21,310,794.70

Spiny Rice Flower $574,519.77 $2,586,865.68

Matted Flax-lily $466,750.02 $1,937,123.66

Growling Grass Frog $3,255,163.08 $12,604,526.42

Southern Brown Bandicoot $1,287,815.29 $4,421,126.08

Native Vegetation $13,123,789.78 $69,719,018.39

Officer GGF $53,856.56 $454,962.82

Growling Grass Frog Clyde North PSP $0.00 $1,071,771.82

Melbourne Urban Development (MUD) Policy $1,370,025.00 $2,698,625.00

12P Native Vegetation $425,000.00 $425,000.00

12P Golden Sun Moth $12,978.96 $12,978.96

https://nvim.delwp.vic.gov.au/BCS
https://nvim.delwp.vic.gov.au/BCS
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Revenue 2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement 

Trust $23,952,307.77 $117,242,793.53

State Appropriation Funding  $18,826,162.24

Total Revenue  $136,068,955.77

Table 13: Program expenditure to 30 June 2019

Expenditure 2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Percentage

Salaries, Wages and on-costs $1,292,500.61 $6,481,467.39 7.95%

Office Administration $30,622.48 $135,209.82 0.17%

Information Technology $336,442.40 $3,426,328.99 4.20%

Legal Fees / Contractors $934,911.07 $5,703,230.91 6.99%

Onground Management / Monitoring $1,992,528.00 $7,093,793.24 8.70%

Adjustments - Other -$384.47 $714,490.79 0.88%

Program operating costs $6,558,223.56 $23,554,521.14 28.89%

Land compensation payments for WGR $1,971,603.47 $15,151,059.75 18.57%

Land purchase $17,690,090.91 $42,863,298.40 52.55%

Total expenditure including land purchase $24,248,314.47 $81,568,879.29  
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A 15,000-hectare 
grassland reserve is 
established and managed

5.  



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Western  
Grassland Reserve
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Progress to date

1,427.4 ha of land has 
been secured for the Western 
Grassland Reserve.

The following land-management activities have been undertaken:

Construction of  
8,909 m of fencing 
for pest animal and 
stock management.

Ecological-burn 
regime established 
and implemented 
for 410 ha of land.

Ecological-grazing 
regime established 
and implemented for 
1,140 ha of land. 

Weed control 
implemented over 
3,528 ha of land.
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5.1. Context

The Western Grassland Reserve will be key to protecting the largest remaining 
concentration of volcanic plains grassland in Australia and a range of other habitat types, 
including ephemeral wetlands, waterways, Red Gum swamps, rocky knolls and open 
grassy woodlands. 

The Reserve will also provide habitat for many State 
and Commonwealth-listed threatened and rare 
species, and offset the impact of development on 
Natural Temperate Grassland in Melbourne.

It will cover two areas of land outside the Urban 
Growth Boundary, south-east of Melton and west of 
Werribee (see Figure 1).

Figure 1: Location of Western Grassland Reserve
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A Public Acquisition Overlay (PAO) has been placed on 
the area that will ultimately form the Reserve. The 
government will negotiate with landowners to 
purchase their land for the Reserve. The acquisition 
process is expected to take several years.

Meanwhile, DELWP has offered landholders help with 
maintaining biodiversity values on their land through 
three projects:

• A weed control grants program - DELWP supports 
landowners and lessees in the Western Grassland 
Reserve to control noxious weeds on their property. 
The grant program fully or partially funds several 
weed control activities, which can be carried out by 
eligible landowners and lessees directly or by a 
licensed/accredited contractor. Grant applications 
submitted to DELWP by interested landowners are 
evaluated against a set of criteria prior to any 
weed control works commencing.  
 
Weed control grant applications are open all  
year round.

• Partnerships with Council - DELWP partners with 
Wyndham City Council to actively engage 
landowners and lessees in target areas of noxious 
weed infestations to implement effective and novel 
weed control measures. 

• BushTender auction - BushTender was an auction 
process for improving native vegetation on private 
land. The program ran from 2001-2012, with the 
Western Grassland Reserve BushTender project 
occurring in 2011/2012. Landholders competitively 
tendered to improve the quality or extent of their 
native vegetation. The benefit offered by each 
tender was assessed against a range of biodiversity 
outcomes. Successful tenders were those that 
offered the best environmental value for money, 
with successful landholders receiving periodic 
payments for management activities conducted 
under agreements entered into with DELWP.

Councils continue to provide land management 
support services to landowners in the Western 
Grassland Reserve. Melton City Council provides an 
Environmental Enhancement Program that 
encourages rural landholders to work with Council to 
facilitate sustainable land management. Eligible 
landholders can get rate rebates to assist with issues 
like noxious and environmental weeds, pest animals 
and soil erosion. Wyndham City Council provides 
funding to eligible landowners under the Land 
Protection Grant Scheme which focuses on 
protecting indigenous vegetation, revegetation and 
weed control activities. 

The parts of the Western Grassland Reserve that 
have been purchased are managed under the 
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978. DELWP prepares 
land management guidelines for each land parcel 
acquired. 

5.2. Progress to date
1,416.7 ha of land has been secured, representing 9.4 
per cent of the Western Grassland Reserve.

The following land management activities have been 
undertaken:

• construction of 8,909 metres of fencing for pest 
animal and stock management

• ecological burn regime established and 
implemented for 410 hectares of land

• ecological grazing regime established and 
implemented for 1,140 hectares of land 

• weed control implemented over 3,528 hectares  
of land.

Table 14: Land purchased in the Western Grassland Reserve

2018-19 Total Per cent of 
total WGR area

Land secured 152.8 ha 1,416.7 ha 9.4%
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5.2.1.  Native vegetation secured in Western 
Grassland Reserve

Land secured in 2018-19 consists of six properties: 
The Olive Grove property (11.2 ha), Radio property 
(40.3 ha), Basalt six property (20.1 ha) and three 
unnamed properties (10.7, 30.3 and 40.2 ha). All 
properties were secured in early to mid-2019 and will 
be surveyed for native vegetation and EPBC-listed 
communities in spring 2020.

Table 15 and Table 16 show total areas of native 
vegetation and EPBC-listed communities secured in 
the Western Grassland Reserve since the start of 
the Program.

Table 15: EPBC-listed communities secured in the Western Grassland Reserve EPBC-listed community

2018-19^ Total since MSA commencement*^

Natural Temperate Grassland TBD 998.3 ha

Seasonal Herbaceous Wetland TBD 24.2 ha

Table 16: Vegetation communities secured in the Western Grassland Reserve

EVC Number Ecological Vegetation Class 2018-19^ Total since MSA commencement*^

125 Plains Grassy Wetland TBD 26.2 ha

132 Plains Grassland TBD 934.5 ha

641 Riparian Woodland TBD < 1 ha

649 Stony Knoll Shrubland TBD 40.3 ha

654 Creekline Tussock Grassland TBD 14.5 ha

821 Tall Marsh TBD < 1 ha

895 Escarpment Shrubland TBD < 1 ha

^  Values for the area of native vegetation and EPBC-listed communities secured within Olive Grove, Radio, Basalt six and the 
three unnamed properties are not included in the table. These will be reported in the 2019-20 Progress Report once 
vegetation and fauna inventory surveys are complete. 
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5.2.2.  Interim management of land in Western 
Grassland Reserve

DELWP supported one landowner to control noxious 
weeds on their property through the weed control 
grants program in 2018-19, covering one parcel of 
land (50 ha). An additional landowner covering three 

land parcels accessed land management support 
services provided by council in partnership with 
DELWP. An additional three landowners covering five 
land parcels accessed land management support 
services provided by councils only. 

Table 17: Interim management of land in the Western Grassland Reserve

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement 
(where additive)

Number of parcels under interim management 9 - 

Number of landowners participating in interim management program 5 -

Units of land management (DELWP Standard Outputs) undertaken

Fence Metres of fence maintained - 500 m

Hectares of stock exclusion created by fencing - 60.0 ha

Weed control Hectares of weed species contained 650 ha 4,686.6 ha

Pest animal 
control

Hectares of pest animal species controlled - 180.0 ha

Grazing regime Hectares of grazing management regime 
established

- 88.0 ha

Fire regime Hectares of fire regime established - 12.0 ha

^ Amounts do not include weed management conducted under Melton Council’s Environmental Enhancement Program.
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5.2.3.  Management of land in Western 
Grassland Reserve

A total of 721.4 ha of weed control was undertaken on 
land acquired in the Western Grassland Reserve 
during 2018-19, bringing the total since the Program 
started to 3,528.2 ha. 

Of the 410 ha of land with a prescribed periodic 
ecological fire regime, 7% was burnt in 2018-19.

A total of 413.6 ha of grazing regime was maintained 
in the reporting period. No grazing regime was 
established during 2018-19.

Table 18: Management of land in the Western Grassland Reserve

Units of land management (DELWP Standard Outputs) 
undertaken

Units delivered 
2018-19

Total units delivered 
since MSA 
commencement 
(where additive)

Fence Metres of fence installed - 8,908.9 m

Metres of fence maintained - 1,500 m

Metres of fence removed - 2,121.3 m

Hectares of stock exclusion created by 
fencing

- 22.3 ha

Road Metres of fire break installed - 4,982.9 m

Weed control Hectares of weed species contained 721.4 ha 3,528.2 ha

Pest animal 
control

Hectares of pest animal species 
controlled

- 107.6 ha

Grazing regime Hectares of grazing management 
regime established

413.6 ha 1,139.7 ha

Hectares of grazing management 
regime maintained

- 610.9 ha

Fire regime Hectares of fire regime established -  410.0 ha

Hectares of fire regime maintained 30.1 ha 369.1 ha

Threatened 
species 
populations

Number of threatened species 
populations established

- 1 



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Western Grassland Reserve
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 A network of conservation 
areas within the Urban 
Growth Boundary is 
protected and managed 
for Matters of National 
Environmental Significance 
species and vegetation 
communities

6.  



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) 
 – Button Wrinklewort
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Progress to date

Areas secured for conservation:

161.7 ha 

28.5  
ha 

Conservation areas Natural Temperate Grassland
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6.1. Context

The Biodiversity Conservation Strategy identifies 36 conservation areas in growth 
corridors within the 2010 Urban Growth Boundary that will be protected and managed 
for conservation. 

These conservation areas protect the most 
important habitats and species, including Natural 
Temperate Grassland, Grassy Eucalypt Woodland, 
Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands, Growling Grass 
Frog, Golden Sun Moth, Spiny Rice-flower and 
Matted Flax-lily.

This section reports on these areas, as well as the 
Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve. This 
reserve is one of a number of additional areas to be 
protected identified in 12 of the existing 28 precincts 
within the 2005 Urban Growth Boundary. The status 
of other conservation areas in the 12 precincts will be 
included in future reporting.

The 36 conservation areas in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy are classified into five  
main categories:

• nature conservation

• Growling Grass Frog conservation, floodplain and 
open space

• regional parks 

• existing public land

• open space. 

Conservation areas will be secured for conservation 
over time as Precinct Structure Plans are prepared 
and urban development proceeds. 

They will generally be managed by public land 
managers such as Parks Victoria, Melbourne Water 

and council, except where the land remains in 
private ownership. How they are managed will be 
set out in agreements prepared by the land 
manager and/or DELWP. 

6.2. Progress to date
• 149.6 ha of land in conservation areas was secured 

for conservation.

• 12.1 ha of land was secured in local conservation 
areas.

• 28.5 ha of Natural Temperate Grassland was 
secured in conservation areas.

6.2.1. Land secured in conservation areas

Land secured for conservation in the 2018-19 
reporting period includes 41.7 ha within Conservation 
Area 26 (secured January 2019). 

A further 12.1 ha of land was protected within local 
conservation area Leakes Road Woodland Reserve. 
This was secured in May 2019 and protects 
additional areas of native vegetation outside of the 
36 conservation areas identified in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy.

Prior to 2018-19, a total of 107.99 ha was secured. This 
includes 38.1 ha within the Truganina South Nature 
Conservation Reserve, 1.39 ha within Conservation 
Area 25 and 68.5 ha within Conservation Area 26.

Table 19: Land secured in conservation areas

Conservation area Total size of 
conservation area

2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Per cent 
secured

Truganina South Nature 
Conservation Reserve 

38.1 ha - 38.1 ha 100%

Conservation Area 26 110.1 ha 41.7 ha 110.1 ha 100%

Conservation Area 25 1.4 ha - 1.4 ha 100%
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6.2.2.  Native vegetation and key populations 
secured in conservation areas

Native vegetation secured in conservation areas in 
2018-19 includes 46.7 ha of native vegetation 
equivalent to Natural Temperate Grassland and 
Grassy Eucalypt Woodland. 

The land secured in Conservation Area 26 includes 
the EPBC-listed community Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain and was 
secured through an on-title management agreement. 

Native vegetation and key populations secured prior 
to 2018-19 includes a total of 28.5 ha of native 

vegetation equivalent to Natural Temperate 
Grassland and Grassy Eucalypt Woodland within the 
Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve . 

The land secured in Conservation Areas 25 and 26, 
through an on-title management agreement, 
includes the EPBC-listed community Grassy 
Eucalypt Woodland. 

In all cases, accurate values of Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland and key populations secured on this land 
will be determined and reported once inventory 
surveys have been conducted. 

Table 20: Vegetation communities and key populations secured in conservation areas

EPBC-listed community 2018-19^ Total since MSA commencement^*

Natural Temperate Grassland TBD 28.5 ha

Grassy Eucalypt Woodland TBD Yet to be determined^

EVC Number Ecological Vegetation Class 2018-19^ Total since MSA commencement^*

132 Plains Grassland TBD 27 ha

649 Stony Knoll Shrubland TBD 1.6 ha

961 Plains Rushy Wetland TBD 0.1 ha

960 Plains Grassy Wetland TBD 0.1 ha

125 Plains Grassy Woodland TBD 0.04 ha

*  Accurate surveys of the Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve were conducted in spring 2018; these values are 
now updated in this report.

^  Land secured in Conservation Area’s 25 and 26 include the EPBC-listed ecological community Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain. Accurate values of Grassy Eucalypt Woodland and key populations secured in 
these areas will be determined and reported once inventory surveys have been conducted. 



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI)

36 Melbourne Strategic Assessment

6.2.3.  Land security and management 
arrangements for conservation areas

In 2018-19, land was secured through Land 
Management Co-operative Agreements under the 
Conservation, Forests & Lands Act 1987.

Prior to 2018-19, land was secured through voluntary 
transfer to the Crown for reservation under the 
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 (Truganina South 
Nature Conservation Reserve), as well as through on-
title agreements (Conservation Areas 25 and 26). 

Table 21: Land security and management arrangements for conservation areas

Conservation area 2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement

Land secured through voluntary transfer to the Crown

- - 37.9 ha

Land secured through vesting in a public authority and on-title agreement with management plan

- - -

Land secured through on-title agreement with management plan

Conservation Area 26 41.7 ha 41.7 ha

Land secured through on-title agreement 

- - 69.9 ha
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6.2.4.  Management undertaken in  
secured conservation areas with  
a management plan

Management undertaken in secured conservation 
areas with a management plan in the 2018-19 
reporting period included:

• maintenance of 25 per cent (627 metres) of a total 
2,549 metre non-permanent (slash) firebreak to 
manage biomass along a portion of the boundary 
of Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve

• containment of approximately 41 ha of weed species 
in Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve

• installation of 2,154 metres of permanent black 
chain mesh fencing along the boundary of 
Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve 

• removal of 692 metres of farm-style fencing within 
the Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve.

Management undertaken prior to 2018-19 includes 
the establishment of a 16.2-hectare ecological fire 
regime and prior maintenance of the initial 
2,549-metre non-permanent (slash) firebreak to 
manage biomass along the boundary of the 
Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve.

Table 22: Management of secured conservation areas

Units of land management (DELWP Standard Outputs) undertaken 2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement 
(where additive) 

Road Metres of firebreak installed - 2,549 m

Metres of firebreak maintained 627 m 3,176 m

Fire regime Hectares of ecological fire regime established - 16.2 ha

Weed control Hectares of weed species contained 41 ha 41 ha

Fence Metres of fence installed 2,154 m 2,154 m

Metres of fence removed 692.3 m 692.3 m



38 Melbourne Strategic Assessment

A 1,200-hectare Grassy 
Eucalypt Woodland 
Protected Area

7.  
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Image source: David Rhodes

Progress to date

Progress reports will start once the first land parcel 
has been secured. 

To date, no land within the Protected Area has been secured.
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7.1.  Context

The Victorian Government has committed to protecting at least 1,200 ha of land north-
east of Melbourne for Grassy Eucalypt Woodland and reduce the impact of urban 
development on this ecological community.

The Biodiversity Conservation Strategy sets out an 
area within which the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland 
Protected Area will be located (see Figure 2). This is 
an investigation area as the spatial distribution of 
Grassy Eucalypt Woodland is patchy and dispersed. 
The boundary of the Protected Area will evolve as 
parcels are gradually secured over time.

Land in the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Protected 
Area will be secured for conservation through 
voluntary negotiation with landowners, including 
through voluntary purchase by the Crown and 
reservation under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 
or on-title management agreements under section 69 
of the Conservation Forests and Land Act 1987 or 
Conservation Covenants under the Victorian 
Conservation Trust Act 1972.

The final boundary of the Protected Area will depend 
on the outcome of the voluntary negotiation process, 
with each new land parcel secured, influencing the 
future priorities for securing land parcels and the 
final shape of the Protected Area.

A reserve management plan will be prepared for  
the parts of the Protected Area secured through 
voluntary purchase by the Crown. The management 
of these will be guided by land management 
guidelines prepared by DELWP for each acquired 
land parcel. 

7.2. Progress to date
To date no land within the Protected Area has been 
secured. Progress reports will start once the first 
land parcel has been acquired.

Securing the land relies on the payment of habitat 
compensation fees by landowners developing sites 
in the growth corridors. 

The Land Protection under the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy (DEPI, 2014a), outlines the 
process for prioritising land security in the reserves 
established under the Program.
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Figure 2: Investigation area for the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Protected Area
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80% of Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland is protected 
within the Urban 
Growth Boundary

8.  



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) - Grassy  
Eucalypt Woodland
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Progress to date

4 parcels of land containing 
Grassy Eucalypt Woodland were 
secured in the growth areas.* 

* These include three parcels within Conservation Area 26 
and one in Conservation Area 25. 
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8.1. Context

As part of the Program, the Victorian Government is required to protect 80 per cent of 
critically endangered Grassy Eucalypt Woodland within the growth corridors. 

DELWP has estimated that 368 hectares of land in 
the growth corridors is ‘highly likely’ to contain 
Grassy Eucalypt Woodland (DEPI, 2013a). Of this, 
294 hectares must be protected to meet the 80 per 
cent target. Land that may contribute to that 
target includes:

• conservation areas identified in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy

• new and existing reserves within Melbourne’s 
growth corridors not identified in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy or required under the 
prescriptions

• land secured as part of the Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland Protected Area that is additional to the 
1,200 hectares of land the Victorian Government 
has committed to protecting in accordance with 
the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy.

8.2. Progress to date
The first parcels of land containing Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland were secured in the growth areas through 
on-title management agreements under section 69 
of the Conservation Forests and Land Act 1987 prior 
to this reporting period. This land was secured in 
Conservation Area 26 at the end of 2014-15. 

Four parcels containing Grassy Eucalypt Woodland 
have been secured up to June 2019. These include 
three parcels within Conservation Area 26 and one in 
Conservation Area 25. Accurate values for the total 
area of Grassy Eucalypt Woodland secured will be 
determined and reported once inventory surveys 
have been conducted. 



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Grassy Eucalypt Woodland
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80% of highest-priority 
habitat for Golden  
Sun Moth protected 
and managed

9.  



^  The Western Grassland Reserve properties acquired in 
2018-19 may contain high priority Golden Sun Moth 
habitat. However, we will not know the amount secured 
until the spring 2019 inventory surveys.

+  Land secured in Conservation Area 26 during the 2018-19 
reporting period contains high priority Golden Sun Moth 
habitat. However, surveys to confirm the presence of 
Golden Sun Moth on this land are yet to be conducted.

Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Golden Sun Moth

13.9% of high priority habitat for Golden 
Sun Moth was secured prior to this reporting period, 
in Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve.
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Progress to date

 No additional land containing Golden Sun Moth was secured in the 2018-19 
reporting period. ^+
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9.1. Context

As part of the Program, the Victorian Government is required to protect 80 per cent of high 
priority habitat for Golden Sun Moth within the Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion. 

Golden Sun Moth is listed as critically endangered 
under the EPBC Act and threatened under the 
Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988  
(FFG Act). 

There is a total of 12,328 hectares of this high 
priority habitat within the Victorian Volcanic Plain 
bioregion (DEPI, 2013d). Of this, 9,862 hectares must 
be protected to meet the 80 per cent target. Land 
that may contribute to the target includes:

• Western Grassland Reserve (expected to protect 
8,100 hectares of high priority habitat)

• Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Protected Area

• conservation areas identified in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy (expected to protect  
410 hectares)

• additional habitat to be protected outside the 
Urban Growth Boundary, as specified in the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 

• new and existing areas protected within or 
outside the program area, not identified in the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy or required 
under the prescriptions.

Existing reserves that are not part of the Melbourne 
Strategic Assessment, such as national parks, 
council reserves and offset sites, currently protect 
677 hectares of high priority habitat for Golden Sun 
Moth (DEPI, 2013d). 

It is expected that an additional 680 hectares of 
high priority habitat will require protection outside 
the Urban Growth Boundary to meet the 80 per 
cent target.

9.2. Progress to date
^+No high priority habitat for Golden Sun Moth was 
secured in the 2018-19 reporting period. 

A total of 1,714 (13.9 per cent) of high priority habitat 
for Golden Sun Moth was secured prior to the 
reporting period.

^  The Western Grassland Reserve properties acquired in 
2018-19 may contain high priority Golden Sun Moth 
habitat. However, we will not know the amount secured 
until the spring 2019 inventory surveys.

+  Land secured in Conservation Area 26 during the 2018-19 
reporting period contains high priority Golden Sun Moth 
habitat. However, surveys to confirm the presence of 
Golden Sun Moth on this land are yet to be conducted.

Table 23: High priority habitat for Golden Sun Moth protected

Key Performance Indicator 2018-19^+ Total since MSA 
commencement* 

Total hectares protected TBD 1,714.6 ha

Total per cent protected TBD 13.9%

*  Accurate surveys of the Truganina South Nature Conservation Reserve were conducted in spring 2018. These values are 
now updated in this report.

^  The Western Grassland Reserve properties acquired during the 2018-19 reporting period may contain high priority 
Golden Sun Moth habitat, however, we will not know the amount secured until the spring 2019 inventory surveys.

+ Land secured in Conservation Area 26 during the 2018-19 reporting period contains high priority Golden Sun Moth 
habitat; however, surveys to confirm the presence of Golden Sun Moth on this land are yet to be conducted.



Image source: Emma Parker, Parks Victoria
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80% of highest-priority 
habitats for Spiny  
Rice-flower protected 
and managed

10.  



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Spiny Rice-flower
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Progress to date

 No additional land containing Spiny Rice-flower high priority habitat was secured in the 
reporting period.

^  Western Grassland Reserve properties acquired in 
2018-19 may contain high priority Spiny Rice-flower 
habitat, but we will not know the amount secured 
until the spring 2019 inventory surveys.

5% of Spiny Rice-flower high priority 
habitat has been secured within the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain bioregion.
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10.1. Context

Spiny Rice-flower is listed as critically endangered under the EPBC Act and threatened 
under the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. 

The Program stipulates that the Victorian 
Government is required to protect 80 per cent of high 
priority habitat for the plant within the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain bioregion. That equates to 1,138 ha of 
the 1,422 ha of habitat found in the area (DEPI, 2013e).

Land that may contribute to the 80 per cent target 
includes:

• Western Grassland Reserve (expected to protect 
314 ha of high priority habitat)

• conservation areas identified in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy (expected to protect 216 ha)

• additional habitat to be protected outside the 
Urban Growth Boundary, as specified in the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 

• new and existing areas protected within or 
outside the Program area, not identified in the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy or required 
under the prescriptions.

Existing reserves that are not part of the Melbourne 
Strategic Assessment, such as national parks, 
council reserves and offset sites, currently protect 69 
hectares of high priority habitat for Spiny Rice-flower 
(DEPI, 2013e). 

It is expected that an additional 394 ha of high 
priority habitat will require protection outside  
the Urban Growth Boundary to meet the 80 per  
cent target.

10.2. Progress to date
^ No additional land containing Spiny Rice-flower high 
priority habitat was secured in the reporting period.

The total area of high priority habitat within the 
Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion that has been 
secured to date is 72 ha or five per cent.

Table 24: High priority habitat for Spiny Rice-flower protected

Key Performance Indicator 2018-19^ Total since MSA 
commencement 

Total hectares protected TBD 72 ha

Total per cent protected TBD 5%

^  The Western Grassland Reserve properties acquired in 2018-19 may contain high priority Spiny Rice-flower habitat, but 
we will not know the amount secured until the spring 2019 inventory surveys.



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Western Grassland Reserve
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 80% of highest-priority 
habitats for Matted 
Flax-lily protected  
and managed

11.  



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI)
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Progress to date

 No additional land containing Matted Flax-lily high priority habitat was secured in 
2018-19.

^ Land secured in Conservation Area 26 in the 2018-19 
reporting period contains high priority habitat for Matted 
Flax-lily; however, surveys to confirm the presence of the 
species on this land are yet to be conducted.

0.3% of high priority habitat for Matted 
Flax-lily has been secured within the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain bioregion.
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11.1. Context

Matted Flax-lily is listed as endangered under the EPBC Act and threatened under the 
Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act.

As part of the Program, the Victorian Government is 
required to protect 80 per cent of high priority 
habitat for species within the Victorian Volcanic Plain 
bioregion. That is equivalent to 721 ha of the 901 ha 
of habitat identified in the area (DEPI, 2013e).

Land that may contribute to the target includes:

• Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Protected Area

• conservation areas identified in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy (expected to protect 187 ha 
of high priority habitat)

• additional habitat to be protected outside the 
Urban Growth Boundary, as specified in the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 

• new and existing areas protected within or outside 
the Program area, not identified in the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy or required under the 
prescriptions.

Existing reserves that are not part of the Melbourne 
Strategic Assessment, such as national parks, 
council reserves and offset sites, currently protect 
three hectares of high priority habitat for Matted 
Flax-lily (DEPI, 2013e). 

It is expected that an additional 529 ha of high priority 
habitat will require protection outside the Urban 
Growth Boundary to meet the 80 per cent target.

11.2. Progress to date
^ No Matted Flax-lily high priority habitat was 
secured in 2018-19.

The total amount of high priority habitat for Matted 
Flax-lily that has been secured within the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain bioregion is 3 ha or 0.3 per cent.

^ Land secured in Conservation Area 26 in the 2018-19 
reporting period contains high persistence habitat for 
Matted Flax-lily; however, surveys to confirm the presence 
of the species on this land are yet to be conducted.

Table 25: High priority habitat for Matted Flax-lily protected

Key performance indicator 2018-19 Total since MSA 
commencement^

Total hectares protected TBD 3 ha

Total per cent protected TBD 0.3%

^  Land secured in Conservation area 26 in 2014-15 and 2018-19 and land secured in Conservation area 25 in 2017-18 
contains high persistence habitat for Matted Flax-lily. Surveys to confirm presence of Matted Flax-lily are yet to be 
conducted.



Image source: David Rhodes
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 Important landscape 
and habitat areas for 
Southern Brown 
Bandicoot are managed

12.  
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Progress to date

Reporting on progress will commence following on-ground monitoring. 

Image source: Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria
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12.1. Context

The Victorian Government will implement a range of conservation measures to protect 
Southern Brown Bandicoot in south-eastern Melbourne in accordance with the Sub-
regional Species Strategy for the Southern Brown Bandicoot and associated supplement 
(DEPI, 2014b, 2014c).

These measures will be implemented across 60,000 
ha that is mostly outside the Urban Growth 
Boundary. The measures include: 

• a co-ordinated predator control program

• voluntary incentive programs to encourage 
measures such as fox baiting, habitat restoration 
and enhanced security for the species, on private 
and public lands

• the enhancement of habitat in open space and 
drainage reserves in the Botanic Ridge and Devon 
Meadows precincts to enhance connectivity within 
the Urban Growth Boundary.

12.2. Progress to date
Revegetation has commenced in approximately 5.6 
ha of land within one of the Southern Brown 
Bandicoot habitat connectivity corridors in the 
Botanic Ridge Precinct.

In addition, two dry culverts have been constructed 
and two more are currently being constructed under 
roads to support the protected passage of Southern 
Brown Bandicoot where roads planned for 
construction cross the habitat connectivity corridors.



Image source: Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) – Large-fruit Groundsel
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Appendix A. Glossary
BCS area – The area covered by the Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy for Melbourne’s Growth 
Corridors (BCS) is described on page 4 of the BCS. 
This is a subset of the area covered by the MSA  
and comprises:

• The four growth corridors in the expanded 2010 UGB

• 16 of the existing 28 urban precincts in the 2005 UGB

• The Outer Metropolitan Ring Transport Corridor/E6 
Road Reservation.

Commonwealth approvals – Four approvals were 
granted by the Commonwealth Environment Minister 
under Part 10 of the EPBC Act for infrastructure and 
urban development within the area covered by the 
MSA Program. The approvals regulate:

• Development and operation of the Regional Rail 
Link (West of Werribee to Deer Park) (June 2010)

• Urban development in the existing 28 urban 
precincts within the 2005 UGB (July 2010)

• Urban development in the western, north-western 
and northern growth corridors (September 2013)

• Urban development in the south-eastern growth 
corridor (September 2014).

The approvals have effect until 31 December 2060. 
The approvals exclude development in the northern 
growth corridor within the boundary of Hearnes 
Swamp and on properties 3, 4, 6, 7 and 9 in the 
Diggers Rest Precinct Structure Plan (Growth Areas 
Authority, 2012).

DELWP Standard Outputs – Standards developed 
under DELWP’s Monitoring, Evaluating and Reporting 
(MER) Framework to describe the information 
requirements for reporting on the delivery of 
environmental goods or services, in this instance land 
management. This includes structural works, 
environmental works and management services.

Habitat Compensation Layer – A geographic dataset 
layer administered by DELWP to calculate the habitat 
compensation fees required to be paid to DELWP for 
the removal or deemed removal of native vegetation 
and habitat for MNES in the BCS area. The layer is 
based on the time-stamping dataset, threatened 
species habitat mapping undertaken for the sub-
regional species strategies and assumptions about 
threatened species habitat described in the BCS.

Matters of National Environmental Significance 
– Matters listed under Part 3 of the Commonwealth 
EPBC Act.

Matters of State significance – Threatened species 
and ecological communities listed under the Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) and 
DELWP’s Rare and Threatened Species Advisory Lists.

Prescriptions – Prescriptions specify requirements for 
protection of matters of national environmental 
significance that must be followed in preparing 
precinct structure plans and in undertaking individual 
developments. The Commonwealth Environment 
Minister has approved the following prescriptions:

• Natural Temperate Grasslands of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain

• Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain

• Golden Sun Moth

• Striped Legless Lizard

• Southern Brown Bandicoot

• Growling Grass Frog

• Matted Flax-lily

• Spiny Rice-flower

• Migratory species.

Time-stamping dataset – The time-stamping 
project captured and ‘time stamped’ native 
vegetation information to establish a dataset 
showing the type, extent and condition of all native 
vegetation in the BCS area. The data was used 
together with threatened species habitat mapping 
undertaken for the Sub-regional Species Strategy 
for the Growling Grass Frog and assumptions about 
threatened species habitat described in the BCS to 
create the Habitat Compensation Layer.
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Appendix B. Precinct Structure Plans 
gazetted

Table 26: Precinct Structure Plans gazetted under the Program as at 30 June 2019.

Number Name Gazetted Planning scheme 
amendment

Biodiversity 
Conservation 
Strategy area

43 Alfred Road Aug-13 Wyndham C159 Yes

40 Ballan Road Jul-14 Wyndham 171 Yes

9 Berwick Waterways Nov-14 Casey C188 Yes

1062 Beveridge Central Jan-19 Whittlesea C55 Yes

42.1 Black Forest Road North Feb-16 Wyndham C170 Yes

42.2 Black Forest Road South Aug-13 Wyndham C169 Yes

10 Botanic Ridge Feb-13 
Amended in Apr-15 
via Casey C197 and 
May-17 via Casey 
C225

Casey C133 Yes

1055 Cardinia Creek South 
(formerly McPherson)

Jan-19 Casey C221 Yes

3 Cardinia Road Employment 
Area

Oct-10 Cardinia C130 No

12 Casey Central Town Centre Sep-16 Casey C189 Yes

1057.1 Casey Fields South 
Residential

Nov-14 Casey C186 Yes

1054 Clyde Creek Nov-14 Casey C186 Yes

13 Clyde North Nov-11 Casey C153 Part

25.1 Craigieburn North 
Employment Area

Aug-16 Hume C198 No

19 Craigieburn (R2) Oct-10 Hume C120 No

14 Cranbourne East May-10 Casey C119 No
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Number Name Gazetted Planning scheme 
amendment

Biodiversity 
Conservation 
Strategy area

16 Cranbourne North (Stage 2) Aug-11 Casey C125 No

1073 Diggers Rest Jun-12 Melton C121 Yes

39 East Werribee Employment 
Precinct

Oct-13 Wyndham C179 Yes

25.2 English Street Feb-16 Whittlesea C183 Yes

21 Greenvale Central Dec-13 Hume C154 (pt1) Yes

22 Greenvale North (R1) Jan-11 Hume C119 No

23 Greenvale West (R3) Jan-11 Hume C121 No

1075 Lancefield Road Jan-19 Hume C208 Yes

1066 Lockerbie Jun-12 Hume C161 
Mitchell C81 
Whittlesea C161

Yes

1098 Lockerbie North Jun-12 Mitchell C82 
Whittlesea C162

Yes

41 Manor Lakes Jun-12 Wyndham C154 Yes

27 Melton North Jul-10 Melton C83 No

1064 Merrifield West Jun-12 
Amended in Sep-
2016 via Hume C200 
and June-18 via 
Hume C221

Hume C162 Yes

11 Minta Farm Jan-19 Casey C228 Yes

4 Officer Dec-11 Cardinia C149 No

31.2 Paynes Road Mar-16 Melton C161 No

39.1 Point Cook West Nov-12 Wyndham C163 Yes

1094 Quarry Hills Oct-16 Whittlesea C188 Yes

1091 Riverdale Nov-14 Wyndham C176 Yes

1099 Rockbank Nov-16 Melton C145 Yes



Image source: James Neil, Parks Victoria
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Number Name Gazetted Planning scheme 
amendment

Biodiversity 
Conservation 
Strategy area

1079 Rockbank North Jun-12 Melton C120 Yes

1074 Sunbury South Jan-19 Hume C207 Yes

1089 Tarneit North Nov-14 Wyndham C188 Yes

30 Taylors Hill West Jul-10 Melton C82 No

1053 Thompson Road Nov-14 Casey C185 Yes

31 Toolern Oct-10 Melton C84 (pt1) No

1097 Toolern Park Oct-14 Melton C122 Yes

1090 Truganina Nov-14 Wyndham C175 Yes

37 Truganina Employment 
Area

Dec-09 Wyndham C124 Yes

38 Truganina South Jul-11 Wyndham C123 No

1092 Westbrook Jul-14 Wyndham C172 Yes

1070 Wollert Feb-17 Whittlesea C187 Yes

1021 Woodlands Oct-14 
Updated in Feb-17 
via Hume C213

Hume C154 (pt2) Yes
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